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nology shall provide the Presidential designee
with best practices or standards in accordance
with electronic absentee voting guidelines es-
tablished under the first sentence of section
1604(a)(2) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2002 (Public Law
107-107; 115 Stat. 1277; 42 U.S.C. 1973ff note
[now 52 U.S.C. 20301 note]), as amended by sec-
tion 567 of the Ronald W. Reagan National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005
(Public Law 108-375; 118 Stat. 1919) to support
the pilot program or programs.

(2) Report

In the case in which the Election Assistance
Commission has not established electronic ab-
sentee voting guidelines under such section
1604(a)(2), as so amended, by not later than 180
days after October 28, 2009, the Election As-
sistance Commission shall submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report con-
taining the following information:

(A) The reasons such guidelines have not
been established as of such date.

(B) A detailed timeline for the establish-
ment of such guidelines.

(C) A detailed explanation of the Commis-
sion’s actions in establishing such guidelines

since October 28, 2004.

(3) Relevant committees of Congress defined

In this subsection, the term ‘‘relevant com-
mittees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Rules and Administra-
tion of the Senate; and

(B) the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and House Administration
of the House of Representatives.

(f) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section.

(Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §589, Oct. 28, 2009,
123 Stat. 2334; Pub. L. 111-383, div. A, title X,
§1075(d)(6), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4373.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is Pub. L. 99-410,
Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. Sections 101 and 107 of the Act
are classified to sections 20301 and 20310, respectively,
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973ff-7 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Some section numbers referenced in amendment notes
below reflect the classification of such sections prior to
their editorial reclassification to this title.

Section was enacted as part of the Military and Over-
seas Voter Empowerment Act, and also as part of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010, and not as part of title I of the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, which com-
prises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111-383, §1075(d)(6)(A),
substituted ‘‘section 107(1)” for ‘‘section 107(a)’” and
<1973ff-6(1)” for ‘‘1973ff et seq.”
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Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 111-383, §1075(d)(6)(B),
stituted *“1973ff note’’ for ““1977ff note’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 111-383, div. A, title X, §1075(d), Jan. 7, 2011,
124 Stat. 4372, provided that the amendment by section
1075(d)(6) is effective as of Oct. 28, 2009, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 111-84 as enacted.
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§20501. Findings and purposes
(a) Findings

The Congress finds that—

(1) the right of citizens of the United States
to vote is a fundamental right;

(2) it is the duty of the Federal, State, and
local governments to promote the exercise of
that right; and

(3) discriminatory and unfair registration
laws and procedures can have a direct and
damaging effect on voter participation in elec-
tions for Federal office and disproportionately
harm voter participation by various groups,
including racial minorities.

(b) Purposes

The purposes of this chapter are—

(1) to establish procedures that will increase
the number of eligible citizens who register to
vote in elections for Federal office;

(2) to make it possible for Federal, State,
and local governments to implement this
chapter in a manner that enhances the partici-
pation of eligible citizens as voters in elec-
tions for Federal office;

(3) to protect the integrity of the electoral
process; and

(4) to ensure that accurate and current voter
registration rolls are maintained.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §2, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 77.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 103-31, May 20,
1993, 107 Stat. 77, which is classified principally to this
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 103-31, §13, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 89, provided
that: “This Act [see Tables for classification] shall
take effect—
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‘(1) with respect to a State that on the date of en-
actment of this Act [May 20, 1993] has a provision in
the constitution of the State that would preclude
compliance with this Act unless the State main-
tained separate Federal and State official lists of eli-
gible voters, on the later of—

“(A) January 1, 1996; or

‘(B) the date that is 120 days after the date by
which, under the constitution of the State as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act, it would
be legally possible to adopt and place into effect
any amendments to the constitution of the State
that are necessary to permit such compliance with
this Act without requiring a special election; and

‘(2) with respect to any State not described in
paragraph (1), on January 1, 1995.”

PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP

Pub. L. 104-132, title IX, §902, Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat.
1317, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, a Federal, State, or local government agen-
cy may not use a voter registration card (or other re-
lated document) that evidences registration for an elec-
tion for Federal office, as evidence to prove United
States citizenship.”

Similar provisions were contained in section 117 of
H.R. 2076, One Hundred Fourth Congress, as passed by
the House of Representatives on Dec. 6, 1995, and as en-
acted into law by Pub. L. 104-91, title I, §101(a), Jan. 6,
1996, 110 Stat. 11, as amended by Pub. L. 104-99, title II,
§211, Jan. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 37.

§20502. Definitions

As used in this chapter—

(1) the term ‘‘election’ has the meaning
stated in section 30101(1) of this title;

(2) the term ‘‘Federal office” has the mean-
ing stated in section 30101(3) of this title;

(3) the term ‘“‘motor vehicle driver’s license”
includes any personal identification document
issued by a State motor vehicle authority;

(4) the term ‘‘State’” means a State of the
United States and the District of Columbia;
and

(5) the term ‘‘voter registration agency”
means an office designated under section
20506(a)(1) of this title to perform voter reg-
istration activities.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §3, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 77.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-1 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20503. National procedures for voter registra-
tion for elections for Federal office

(a) In general

Except as provided in subsection (b), notwith-
standing any other Federal or State law, in ad-
dition to any other method of voter registration
provided for under State law, each State shall
establish procedures to register to vote in elec-
tions for Federal office—

(1) by application made simultaneously with

an application for a motor vehicle driver’s li-

cense pursuant to section 20504 of this title;

(2) by mail application pursuant to section

20505 of this title; and

(3) by application in person—

(A) at the appropriate registration site
designated with respect to the residence of
the applicant in accordance with State law;
and
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(B) at a Federal, State, or nongovern-
mental office designated under section 20506
of this title.

(b) Nonapplicability to certain States

This chapter does not apply to a State de-
scribed in either or both of the following para-
graphs:

(1) A State in which, under law that is in ef-
fect continuously on and after August 1, 1994,
there is no voter registration requirement for
any voter in the State with respect to an elec-
tion for Federal office.

(2) A State in which, under law that is in ef-
fect continuously on and after August 1, 1994,
or that was enacted on or prior to August 1,
1994, and by its terms is to come into effect
upon the enactment of this chapter, so long as
that law remains in effect, all voters in the
State may register to vote at the polling place
at the time of voting in a general election for
Federal office.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §4, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 78; Pub.
L. 10491, title I, §101(a), Jan. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 11,
amended Pub. L. 104-99, title II, §211, Jan. 26,
1996, 110 Stat. 37.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Upon the enactment of this chapter, referred to in
subsec. (b)(2), means the date of enactment of Pub. L.
103-31, which was approved May 20, 1993.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-2 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-91 is based on section
116(a) of H.R. 2076, One Hundred Fourth Congress, as
passed by the House of Representatives on Dec. 6, 1995,
which was enacted into law by Pub. L. 104-91.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-91, as amended by Pub.
L. 104-99, substituted ‘“August 1, 1994 for ‘“March 11,
1993’ wherever appearing.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Section 116(b) of H.R. 2076, One Hundred Fourth Con-
gress, as passed by the House of Representatives on
Dec. 6, 1995, and as enacted into law by Pub. L. 104-91,
title I, §101(a), Jan. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 11, as amended by
Pub. L. 104-99, title II, §211, Jan. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 37,
provided that: ‘“The amendments made by subsection
(a) [amending this section] shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the provisions of the National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993 [Pub. L. 103-31, see Tables for classifica-
tion].”

§20504. Simultaneous application for voter reg-
istration and application for motor vehicle
driver’s license

(a) In general

(1) Each State motor vehicle driver’s license
application (including any renewal application)
submitted to the appropriate State motor vehi-
cle authority under State law shall serve as an
application for voter registration with respect
to elections for Federal office unless the appli-
cant fails to sign the voter registration applica-
tion.

(2) An application for voter registration sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) shall be considered
as updating any previous voter registration by
the applicant.
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(b) Limitation on use of information

No information relating to the failure of an
applicant for a State motor vehicle driver’s li-
cense to sign a voter registration application
may be used for any purpose other than voter
registration.

(¢) Forms and procedures

(1) Each State shall include a voter registra-
tion application form for elections for Federal
office as part of an application for a State motor
vehicle driver’s license.

(2) The voter registration application portion
of an application for a State motor vehicle driv-
er’s license—

(A) may not require any information that
duplicates information required in the driver’s
license portion of the form (other than a sec-
ond signature or other information necessary
under subparagraph (C));

(B) may require only the minimum amount
of information necessary to—

(i) prevent duplicate voter registrations;
and

(ii) enable State election officials to assess
the eligibility of the applicant and to admin-
ister voter registration and other parts of
the election process;

(C) shall include a statement that—

(i) states each eligibility requirement (in-
cluding citizenship);

(ii) contains an attestation that the appli-
cant meets each such requirement; and

(iii) requires the signature of the appli-
cant, under penalty of perjury;

(D) shall include, in print that is identical to
that used in the attestation portion of the ap-
plication—

(i) the information required in section
20507(a)(5)(A) and (B) of this title;

(ii) a statement that, if an applicant de-
clines to register to vote, the fact that the
applicant has declined to register will re-
main confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes; and

(iii) a statement that if an applicant does
register to vote, the office at which the ap-
plicant submits a voter registration applica-
tion will remain confidential and will be
used only for voter registration purposes;
and

(E) shall be made available (as submitted by
the applicant, or in machine readable or other
format) to the appropriate State election offi-
cial as provided by State law.

(d) Change of address

Any change of address form submitted in ac-
cordance with State law for purposes of a State
motor vehicle driver’s license shall serve as no-
tification of change of address for voter registra-
tion with respect to elections for Federal office
for the registrant involved unless the registrant
states on the form that the change of address is
not for voter registration purposes.

(e) Transmittal deadline

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a completed voter
registration portion of an application for a
State motor vehicle driver’s license accepted at
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a State motor vehicle authority shall be trans-
mitted to the appropriate State election official
not later than 10 days after the date of accept-
ance.

(2) If a registration application is accepted
within 5 days before the last day for registration
to vote in an election, the application shall be
transmitted to the appropriate State election
official not later than 5 days after the date of
acceptance.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §5, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 78.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-3 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20505. Mail registration
(a) Form

(1) Each State shall accept and use the mail
voter registration application form prescribed
by the Federal Election Commission pursuant to
section 20508(a)(2) of this title for the registra-
tion of voters in elections for Federal office.

(2) In addition to accepting and using the form
described in paragraph (1), a State may develop
and use a mail voter registration form that
meets all of the criteria stated in section
20508(b) of this title for the registration of vot-
ers in elections for Federal office.

(3) A form described in paragraph (1) or (2)
shall be accepted and used for notification of a
registrant’s change of address.

(b) Availability of forms

The chief State election official of a State
shall make the forms described in subsection (a)
available for distribution through governmental
and private entities, with particular emphasis
on making them available for organized voter
registration programs.

(c) First-time voters

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a State may by
law require a person to vote in person if—
(A) the person was registered to vote in a ju-
risdiction by mail; and
(B) the person has not previously voted in
that jurisdiction.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply in the case of
a person—

(A) who is entitled to vote by absentee bal-
lot under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act [62 U.S.C. 20301 et seq.];

(B) who is provided the right to vote other-
wise than in person under section
20102(b)(2)(B)(ii) of this title; or

(C) who is entitled to vote otherwise than in
person under any other Federal law.

(d) Undelivered notices

If a notice of the disposition of a mail voter
registration application under section 20507(a)(2)
of this title is sent by nonforwardable mail and
is returned undelivered, the registrar may pro-
ceed in accordance with section 20507(d) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §6, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 79.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in subsec. (¢)(2)(A), is Pub. L.
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99-410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, which is classified
principally to chapter 203 (§20301 et seq.) of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg—4 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20506. Voter registration agencies
(a) Designation

(1) Bach State shall designate agencies for the
registration of voters in elections for Federal of-
fice.

(2) Each State shall designate as voter reg-
istration agencies—

(A) all offices in the State that provide pub-
lic assistance; and
(B) all offices in the State that provide

State-funded programs primarily engaged in

providing services to persons with disabilities.

(3)(A) In addition to voter registration agen-
cies designated under paragraph (2), each State
shall designate other offices within the State as
voter registration agencies.

(B) Voter registration agencies designated
under subparagraph (A) may include—

(i) State or local government offices such as
public libraries, public schools, offices of city
and county clerks (including marriage license
bureaus), fishing and hunting license bureaus,
government revenue offices, unemployment
compensation offices, and offices not described
in paragraph (2)(B) that provide services to
persons with disabilities; and

(ii) Federal and nongovernmental offices,
with the agreement of such offices.

(4)(A) At each voter registration agency, the
following services shall be made available:

(i) Distribution of mail voter registration
application forms in accordance with para-
graph (6).

(ii) Assistance to applicants in completing
voter registration application forms, unless
the applicant refuses such assistance.

(iii) Acceptance of completed voter registra-
tion application forms for transmittal to the
appropriate State election official.

(B) If a voter registration agency designated
under paragraph (2)(B) provides services to a
person with a disability at the person’s home,
the agency shall provide the services described
in subparagraph (A) at the person’s home.

(5) A person who provides service described in
paragraph (4) shall not—

(A) seek to influence an applicant’s political
preference or party registration;

(B) display any such political preference or
party allegiance;

(C) make any statement to an applicant or
take any action the purpose or effect of which
is to discourage the applicant from registering
to vote; or

(D) make any statement to an applicant or
take any action the purpose or effect of which
is to lead the applicant to believe that a deci-
sion to register or not to register has any
bearing on the availability of services or bene-
fits.

TITLE 52—VOTING AND ELECTIONS

Page 40

(6) A voter registration agency that is an of-
fice that provides service or assistance in addi-
tion to conducting voter registration shall—

(A) distribute with each application for such
service or assistance, and with each recer-
tification, renewal, or change of address form
relating to such service or assistance—

(i) the mail voter registration application
form described in section 20508(a)(2) of this
title, including a statement that—

(I) specifies each eligibility requirement

(including citizenship);

(IT) contains an attestation that the ap-
plicant meets each such requirement; and

(ITI) requires the signature of the appli-
cant, under penalty of perjury; or

(ii) the office’s own form if it is equivalent
to the form described in section 20508(a)(2) of
this title,

unless the applicant, in writing, declines to
register to vote;
(B) provide a form that includes—

(i) the question, “If you are not registered
to vote where you live now, would you like
to apply to register to vote here today?”’;

(ii) if the agency provides public assist-
ance, the statement, ‘“Applying to register
or declining to register to vote will not af-
fect the amount of assistance that you will
be provided by this agency.’’;

(iii) boxes for the applicant to check to in-
dicate whether the applicant would like to
register or declines to register to vote (fail-
ure to check either box being deemed to con-
stitute a declination to register for purposes
of subparagraph (C)), together with the
statement (in close proximity to the boxes
and in prominent type), “IF YOU DO NOT
CHECK EITHER BOX, YOU WILL BE CON-
SIDERED TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO
REGISTER TO VOTE AT THIS TIME.”;

(iv) the statement, “‘If you would like help
in filling out the voter registration applica-
tion form, we will help you. The decision
whether to seek or accept help is yours. You
may fill out the application form in pri-
vate.”’; and

(v) the statement, “If you believe that
someone has interfered with your right to
register or to decline to register to vote,
your right to privacy in deciding whether to
register or in applying to register to vote, or
your right to choose your own political
party or other political preference, you may
file a complaint with .”’, the blank
being filled by the name, address, and tele-
phone number of the appropriate official to
whom such a complaint should be addressed;
and

(C) provide to each applicant who does not
decline to register to vote the same degree of
assistance with regard to the completion of
the registration application form as is pro-
vided by the office with regard to the comple-
tion of its own forms, unless the applicant re-
fuses such assistance.

(7) No information relating to a declination to
register to vote in connection with an applica-
tion made at an office described in paragraph (6)



Page 41

may be used for any purpose other than voter
registration.

(b) Federal Government and private sector co-
operation

All departments, agencies, and other entities
of the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment shall, to the greatest extent practicable,
cooperate with the States in carrying out sub-
section (a), and all nongovernmental entities are
encouraged to do so.

(c) Armed Forces recruitment offices

(1) Each State and the Secretary of Defense
shall jointly develop and implement procedures
for persons to apply to register to vote at re-
cruitment offices of the Armed Forces of the
United States.

(2) A recruitment office of the Armed Forces
of the United States shall be considered to be a
voter registration agency designated under sub-
section (a)(2) for all purposes of this chapter.

(d) Transmittal deadline

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a completed reg-
istration application accepted at a voter reg-
istration agency shall be transmitted to the ap-
propriate State election official not later than
10 days after the date of acceptance.

(2) If a registration application is accepted
within 5 days before the last day for registration
to vote in an election, the application shall be
transmitted to the appropriate State election
official not later than 5 days after the date of
acceptance.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §7, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 80.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-5 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

EX. ORD. NoO. 12926. IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL
VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF 1993

Ex. Ord. No. 12926, Sept. 12, 1994, 59 F.R. 47227, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and in order to ensure, as required by section 7(b)
of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 1973gg [sic]) [62 U.S.C. 20506(b)] (‘‘the Act”), that
departments, agencies, and other entities of the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government cooperate with
the States in carrying out the Act’s requirements, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Assistance to States. To the greatest extent
practicable, departments, agencies, and other entities
of the executive branch of the Federal Government
that provide, in whole or in part, funding, grants, or as-
sistance for, or with respect to the administration of,
any program of public assistance or services to persons
with disabilities within the meaning of section 7(a) of
the Act shall: (a) provide, to State agencies administer-
ing any such program, guidance for the implementation
of the requirements of section 7 of the Act, including
guidance for use and distribution of voter registration
forms in connection with applications for service;

(b) assist each such State agency administering any
such program with the costs of implementation of the
Act [62 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.], consistent with legal au-
thority and the availability of funds, and promptly in-
dicate to each State agency the extent to which such
assistance will be made available; and

(c) designate an office or staff to be available to pro-
vide technical assistance to such State agencies.
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SEC. 2. Armed Forces Recruitment Offices. The Sec-
retary of Defense is directed to work with the appro-
priate State elections authorities in each State to de-
velop procedures for persons to apply to register to
vote at Armed Forces recruitment offices as required
by section 7(c) of the Act.

SEC. 3. Acceptance of Designation. To the greatest ex-
tent practicable, departments, agencies, or other enti-
ties of the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment, if requested to be designated as a voter registra-
tion agency pursuant to section 7(a)(3)(B)(ii) of the Act,
shall: (a) agree to such a designation if agreement is
consistent with the department’s, agency’s, or entity’s
legal authority and availability of funds; and

(b) ensure that all of its offices that are located in a
particular State will have available to the public at
least one of the national voter registration forms that
are required under the Act to be available in that
State.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

§20507. Requirements with respect to adminis-
tration of voter registration

(a) In general

In the administration of voter registration for
elections for Federal office, each State shall—
(1) ensure that any eligible applicant is reg-
istered to vote in an election—

(A) in the case of registration with a
motor vehicle application under section
20504 of this title, if the valid voter registra-
tion form of the applicant is submitted to
the appropriate State motor vehicle author-
ity not later than the lesser of 30 days, or
the period provided by State law, before the
date of the election;

(B) in the case of registration by mail
under section 20505 of this title, if the valid
voter registration form of the applicant is
postmarked not later than the lesser of 30
days, or the period provided by State law,
before the date of the election;

(C) in the case of registration at a voter
registration agency, if the valid voter reg-
istration form of the applicant is accepted at
the voter registration agency not later than
the lesser of 30 days, or the period provided
by State law, before the date of the election;
and

(D) in any other case, if the valid voter
registration form of the applicant is received
by the appropriate State election official not
later than the lesser of 30 days, or the period
provided by State law, before the date of the
election;

(2) require the appropriate State election of-
ficial to send notice to each applicant of the
disposition of the application;

(3) provide that the name of a registrant
may not be removed from the official list of el-
igible voters except—

(A) at the request of the registrant;

(B) as provided by State law, by reason of
criminal conviction or mental incapacity; or

(C) as provided under paragraph (4);

(4) conduct a general program that makes a
reasonable effort to remove the names of ineli-
gible voters from the official lists of eligible
voters by reason of—

(A) the death of the registrant; or

(B) a change in the residence of the reg-
istrant, in accordance with subsections (b),
(), and (d);
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(5) inform applicants under sections 20504,
20505, and 20506 of this title of—
(A) voter eligibility requirements; and
(B) penalties provided by law for submis-
sion of a false voter registration application;
and

(6) ensure that the identity of the voter reg-
istration agency through which any particular
voter is registered is not disclosed to the pub-
lic.

(b) Confirmation of voter registration

Any State program or activity to protect the
integrity of the electoral process by ensuring
the maintenance of an accurate and current
voter registration roll for elections for Federal
office—

(1) shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and
in compliance with the Voting Rights Act of
1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 10301
et seq.]; and

(2) shall not result in the removal of the
name of any person from the official list of
voters registered to vote in an election for
Federal office by reason of the person’s failure
to vote, except that nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to prohibit a State from
using the procedures described in subsections
(c) and (d) to remove an individual from the
official list of eligible voters if the individ-
ual—

(A) has not either notified the applicable
registrar (in person or in writing) or re-
sponded during the period described in sub-
paragraph (B) to the notice sent by the ap-
plicable registrar; and then

(B) has not voted or appeared to vote in 2
or more consecutive general elections for
Federal office.

(¢) Voter removal programs

(1) A State may meet the requirement of sub-
section (a)(4) by establishing a program under
which—

(A) change-of-address information supplied
by the Postal Service through its licensees is
used to identify registrants whose addresses
may have changed; and

(B) if it appears from information provided
by the Postal Service that—

(i) a registrant has moved to a different
residence address in the same registrar’s ju-
risdiction in which the registrant is cur-
rently registered, the registrar changes the
registration records to show the new address
and sends the registrant a notice of the
change by forwardable mail and a postage
prepaid pre-addressed return form by which
the registrant may verify or correct the ad-
dress information; or

(ii) the registrant has moved to a different
residence address not in the same registrar’s
jurisdiction, the registrar uses the notice
procedure described in subsection (d)(2) to
confirm the change of address.

(2)(A) A State shall complete, not later than 90
days prior to the date of a primary or general
election for Federal office, any program the pur-
pose of which is to systematically remove the
names of ineligible voters from the official lists
of eligible voters.
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(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to
preclude—

(i) the removal of names from official lists of
voters on a basis described in paragraph (3)(A)
or (B) or (4)(A) of subsection (a); or

(ii) correction of registration records pursu-
ant to this chapter.

(d) Removal of names from voting rolls

(1) A State shall not remove the name of a reg-
istrant from the official list of eligible voters in
elections for Federal office on the ground that
the registrant has changed residence unless the
registrant—

(A) confirms in writing that the registrant
has changed residence to a place outside the
registrar’s jurisdiction in which the registrant
is registered; or

(B)(1) has failed to respond to a notice de-
scribed in paragraph (2); and

(ii) has not voted or appeared to vote (and, if
necessary, correct the registrar’s record of the
registrant’s address) in an election during the
period beginning on the date of the notice and
ending on the day after the date of the second
general election for Federal office that occurs
after the date of the notice.

(2) A notice is described in this paragraph if it
is a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return
card, sent by forwardable mail, on which the
registrant may state his or her current address,
together with a notice to the following effect:

(A) If the registrant did not change his or
her residence, or changed residence but re-
mained in the registrar’s jurisdiction, the reg-
istrant should return the card not later than
the time provided for mail registration under
subsection (a)(1)(B). If the card is not re-
turned, affirmation or confirmation of the reg-
istrant’s address may be required before the
registrant is permitted to vote in a Federal
election during the period beginning on the
date of the notice and ending on the day after
the date of the second general election for
Federal office that occurs after the date of the
notice, and if the registrant does not vote in
an election during that period the registrant’s
name will be removed from the list of eligible
voters.

(B) If the registrant has changed residence
to a place outside the registrar’s jurisdiction
in which the registrant is registered, informa-
tion concerning how the registrant can con-
tinue to be eligible to vote.

(3) A voting registrar shall correct an official
list of eligible voters in elections for Federal of-
fice in accordance with change of residence in-
formation obtained in conformance with this
subsection.

(e) Procedure for voting following failure to re-
turn card

(1) A registrant who has moved from an ad-
dress in the area covered by a polling place to an
address in the same area shall, notwithstanding
failure to notify the registrar of the change of
address prior to the date of an election, be per-
mitted to vote at that polling place upon oral or
written affirmation by the registrant of the
change of address before an election official at
that polling place.
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(2)(A) A registrant who has moved from an ad-
dress in the area covered by one polling place to
an address in an area covered by a second poll-
ing place within the same registrar’s jurisdic-
tion and the same congressional district and
who has failed to notify the registrar of the
change of address prior to the date of an elec-
tion, at the option of the registrant—

(i) shall be permitted to correct the voting
records and vote at the registrant’s former
polling place, upon oral or written affirmation
by the registrant of the new address before an
election official at that polling place; or

(ii)(I) shall be permitted to correct the vot-
ing records and vote at a central location
within the same registrar’s jurisdiction des-
ignated by the registrar where a list of eligible
voters is maintained, upon written affirmation
by the registrant of the new address on a
standard form provided by the registrar at the
central location; or

(IT) shall be permitted to correct the voting
records for purposes of voting in future elec-
tions at the appropriate polling place for the
current address and, if permitted by State law,
shall be permitted to vote in the present elec-
tion, upon confirmation by the registrant of
the new address by such means as are required
by law.

(B) If State law permits the registrant to vote
in the current election upon oral or written af-
firmation by the registrant of the new address
at a polling place described in subparagraph
(A)(@A) or (A)(@ii)(II), voting at the other locations
described in subparagraph (A) need not be pro-
vided as options.

(3) If the registration records indicate that a
registrant has moved from an address in the
area covered by a polling place, the registrant
shall, upon oral or written affirmation by the
registrant before an election official at that
polling place that the registrant continues to re-
side at the address previously made known to
the registrar, be permitted to vote at that poll-
ing place.

(f) Change of voting address within a jurisdic-
tion

In the case of a change of address, for voting
purposes, of a registrant to another address
within the same registrar’s jurisdiction, the reg-
istrar shall correct the voting registration list
accordingly, and the registrant’s name may not
be removed from the official list of eligible vot-
ers by reason of such a change of address except
as provided in subsection (d).

(g) Conviction in Federal court

(1) On the conviction of a person of a felony in
a district court of the United States, the United
States attorney shall give written notice of the
conviction to the chief State election official
designated under section 20509 of this title of the
State of the person’s residence.
(2) A notice given pursuant to paragraph (1)
shall include—
(A) the name of the offender;
(B) the offender’s age and residence address;
(C) the date of entry of the judgment;
(D) a description of the offenses of which the
offender was convicted; and
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(E) the sentence imposed by the court.

(3) On request of the chief State election offi-
cial of a State or other State official with re-
sponsibility for determining the effect that a
conviction may have on an offender’s qualifica-
tion to vote, the United States attorney shall
provide such additional information as the
United States attorney may have concerning
the offender and the offense of which the of-
fender was convicted.

(4) If a conviction of which notice was given
pursuant to paragraph (1) is overturned, the
United States attorney shall give the official to
whom the notice was given written notice of the
vacation of the judgment.

(5) The chief State election official shall no-
tify the voter registration officials of the local
jurisdiction in which an offender resides of the
information received under this subsection.

(h) Omitted

(i) Public disclosure of voter registration activi-
ties

(1) Each State shall maintain for at least 2
yvears and shall make available for public inspec-
tion and, where available, photocopying at a
reasonable cost, all records concerning the im-
plementation of programs and activities con-
ducted for the purpose of ensuring the accuracy
and currency of official lists of eligible voters,
except to the extent that such records relate to
a declination to register to vote or to the iden-
tity of a voter registration agency through
which any particular voter is registered.

(2) The records maintained pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall include lists of the names and ad-
dresses of all persons to whom notices described
in subsection (d)(2) are sent, and information
concerning whether or not each such person has
responded to the notice as of the date that in-
spection of the records is made.

() “Registrar’s jurisdiction” defined

For the purposes of this section, the term
“registrar’s jurisdiction’” means—

(1) an incorporated city, town, borough, or
other form of municipality;

(2) if voter registration is maintained by a
county, parish, or other unit of government
that governs a larger geographic area than a
municipality, the geographic area governed by
that unit of government; or

(3) if voter registration is maintained on a
consolidated basis for more than one munici-
pality or other unit of government by an office
that performs all of the functions of a voting
registrar, the geographic area of the consoli-
dated municipalities or other geographic
units.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §8, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 82; Pub.
L. 107-252, title IX, §903, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat.
1728.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in subsec.
(b)(1), is Pub. L. 89-110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437, which
is classified generally to chapters 103 (§10301 et seq.),
105 (§10501 et seq.), and 107 (§10701 et seq.) of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Tables.
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CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-6 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

Section is comprised of section 8 of Pub. L. 103-31.
Subsec. (h) of section 8 of Pub. L. 103-31 enacted section
3629 of Title 39, Postal Service, and amended sections
2401 and 3627 of Title 39.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107-252 inserted before pe-
riod at end ¢, except that nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to prohibit a State from using the
procedures described in subsections (¢) and (d) to re-
move an individual from the official list of eligible vot-
ers if the individual—
‘“(A) has not either notified the applicable registrar
(in person or in writing) or responded during the pe-
riod described in subparagraph (B) to the notice sent
by the applicable registrar; and then
‘(B) has not voted or appeared to vote in 2 or more
consecutive general elections for Federal office’.

§20508. Federal coordination and regulations
(a) In general

The Election Assistance Commission—

(1) in consultation with the chief election of-
ficers of the States, shall prescribe such regu-
lations as are necessary to carry out para-
graphs (2) and (3);

(2) in consultation with the chief election of-
ficers of the States, shall develop a mail voter
registration application form for elections for
Federal office;

(3) not later than June 30 of each odd-num-
bered year, shall submit to the Congress a re-
port assessing the impact of this chapter on
the administration of elections for Federal of-
fice during the preceding 2-year period and in-
cluding recommendations for improvements in
Federal and State procedures, forms, and
other matters affected by this chapter; and

(4) shall provide information to the States
with respect to the responsibilities of the
States under this chapter.

(b) Contents of mail voter registration form

The mail voter registration form developed
under subsection (a)(2)—

(1) may require only such identifying infor-
mation (including the signature of the appli-
cant) and other information (including data
relating to previous registration by the appli-
cant), as is necessary to enable the appro-
priate State election official to assess the eli-
gibility of the applicant and to administer
voter registration and other parts of the elec-
tion process;

(2) shall include a statement that—

(A) specifies each eligibility requirement

(including citizenship);

(B) contains an attestation that the appli-
cant meets each such requirement; and

(C) requires the signature of the applicant,
under penalty of perjury;

(3) may not include any requirement for no-
tarization or other formal authentication; and
(4) shall include, in print that is identical to
that used in the attestation portion of the ap-
plication—
(i) the information required in section
20507(a)(5)(A) and (B) of this title;
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(ii) a statement that, if an applicant de-
clines to register to vote, the fact that the
applicant has declined to register will re-
main confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes; and

(iii) a statement that if an applicant does
register to vote, the office at which the ap-
plicant submits a voter registration applica-
tion will remain confidential and will be
used only for voter registration purposes.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §9, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 87; Pub.
L. 107-252, title VIII, §802(b), Oct. 29, 2002, 116
Stat. 1726.)

CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-7 of

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS
2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-252 substituted ‘‘Elec-

tion Assistance Commission” for ‘‘Federal Election
Commission” in introductory provisions.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 107-252 effective upon appoint-
ment of all members of the Election Assistance Com-

mission under section 20923 of this title, see section
21134(a) of this title.

§20509. Designation of chief State election offi-
cial

Each State shall designate a State officer or
employee as the chief State election official to
be responsible for coordination of State respon-
sibilities under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §10, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 87.)
CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-8 of

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20510. Civil enforcement and private right of
action

(a) Attorney General

The Attorney General may bring a civil action
in an appropriate district court for such declara-
tory or injunctive relief as is necessary to carry
out this chapter.

(b) Private right of action

(1) A person who is aggrieved by a violation of
this chapter may provide written notice of the
violation to the chief election official of the
State involved.

(2) If the violation is not corrected within 90
days after receipt of a notice under paragraph
(1), or within 20 days after receipt of the notice
if the violation occurred within 120 days before
the date of an election for Federal office, the ag-
grieved person may bring a civil action in an ap-
propriate district court for declaratory or in-
junctive relief with respect to the violation.

(3) If the violation occurred within 30 days be-
fore the date of an election for Federal office,
the aggrieved person need not provide notice to
the chief election official of the State under
paragraph (1) before bringing a civil action
under paragraph (2).

(c) Attorney’s fees

In a civil action under this section, the court
may allow the prevailing party (other than the
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United States) reasonable attorney fees, includ-
ing litigation expenses, and costs.

(d) Relation to other laws

(1) The rights and remedies established by this
section are in addition to all other rights and
remedies provided by law, and neither the rights
and remedies established by this section nor any
other provision of this chapter shall supersede,
restrict, or limit the application of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.].

(2) Nothing in this chapter authorizes or re-
quires conduct that is prohibited by the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.) [now 52
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.].

(Pub. L. 103-31, §11, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 88.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in subsec.
(d), is Pub. L. 89-110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437, which is
classified generally to chapters 103 (§10301 et seq.), 105
(§10501 et seq.), and 107 (§10701 et seq.) of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-9 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20511. Criminal penalties

A person, including an election official, who in
any election for Federal office—

(1) knowingly and willfully intimidates,
threatens, or coerces, or attempts to intimi-
date, threaten, or coerce, any person for—

(A) registering to vote, or voting, or at-
tempting to register or vote;

(B) urging or aiding any person to register
to vote, to vote, or to attempt to register or
vote; or

(C) exercising any right under this chap-
ter; or

(2) knowingly and willfully deprives, de-
frauds, or attempts to deprive or defraud the
residents of a State of a fair and impartially
conducted election process, by—

(A) the procurement or submission of
voter registration applications that are
known by the person to be materially false,
fictitious, or fraudulent under the laws of
the State in which the election is held; or

(B) the procurement, casting, or tabula-
tion of ballots that are known by the person
to be materially false, fictitious, or fraudu-
lent under the laws of the State in which the
election is held,

shall be fined in accordance with title 18 (which
fines shall be paid into the general fund of the
Treasury, miscellaneous receipts (pursuant to
section 3302 of title 31), notwithstanding any
other law), or imprisoned not more than 5 years,
or both.

(Pub. L. 103-31, §12, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 88.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1973gg-10 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
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CHAPTER 207—FEDERAL ELECTION

RECORDS

Sec.

20701. Retention and preservation of records and pa-
pers by officers of elections; deposit with
custodian; penalty for violation.

20702. Theft, destruction, concealment, mutilation,
or alteration of records or papers; penalties.

20703. Demand for records or papers by Attorney
General or representative; statement of
basis and purpose.

20704. Disclosure of records or papers.

20705. Jurisdiction to compel production of records
or papers.

20706. “Officer of election’ defined.

§20701. Retention and preservation of records
and papers by officers of elections; deposit
with custodian; penalty for violation

Every officer of election shall retain and pre-
serve, for a period of twenty-two months from
the date of any general, special, or primary elec-
tion of which candidates for the office of Presi-
dent, Vice President, presidential elector, Mem-
ber of the Senate, Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, or Resident Commissioner from
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are voted for,
all records and papers which come into his pos-
session relating to any application, registration,
payment of poll tax, or other act requisite to
voting in such election, except that, when re-
quired by law, such records and papers may be
delivered to another officer of election and ex-
cept that, if a State or the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico designates a custodian to retain and
preserve these records and papers at a specified
place, then such records and papers may be de-
posited with such custodian, and the duty to re-
tain and preserve any record or paper so depos-
ited shall devolve upon such custodian. Any offi-
cer of election or custodian who willfully fails to
comply with this section shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both.

(Pub. L. 86-449, title III, §301, May 6, 1960, 74
Stat. 88.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1974 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§20702. Theft, destruction, concealment, mutila-
tion, or alteration of records or papers; pen-
alties

Any person, whether or not an officer of elec-
tion or custodian, who willfully steals, destroys,
conceals, mutilates, or alters any record or
paper required by section 20701 of this title to be
retained and preserved shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both.

(Pub. L. 86-449, title III, §302, May 6, 1960, 74
Stat. 88.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 1974a of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
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